
I am reaching out following President Cyril Ramaphosa signing the National Health
Insurance (NHI) Bill into law on Wednesday 15 May 2024. Though the NHI Bill is
now an Act, there remains considerable debate and controversy on this front. I am
writing to provide clarity and reassurance.

Upfront it is important to state that we unequivocally support universal health
coverage and believe that a workable NHI is central to achieving this. However, in
its current form, the NHI Act is not feasible as it rules out private sector
collaboration. We remain strongly of this view and will continue to fight for an NHI
that is viable and to the benefit of all South Africans.

At this stage, what do these developments mean for you?
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Your medical scheme cover and benefits will not be affected for a long time to
come

The central issue for medical scheme members like you is how the NHI affects you,
your healthcare benefits and your access to healthcare. We have been asked
questions such as “Does this mean the end of private healthcare?” and “When will
my medical aid benefits cease to exist?”

In summary, people are concerned about the continuity of their cover in its current
form. We understand this concern. It is based on a component of the Act - Section
33 - which is problematic. Section 33 states that once NHI is ‘fully implemented’
medical schemes will be able to cover only those services that are not covered by
NHI. This implies that medical scheme cover will be replaced by the NHI at that
point in time.

While this appears threatening, practically it isn’t. This, for two reasons.

First, the impact of Section 33 is that only once the NHI is ‘fully implemented’ will
medical schemes be limited in the cover they provide to medical scheme members.
Until this point, there will be no change to your medical scheme cover. We believe it
will take a long time – a decade at least – to achieve ‘full implementation’ given the
scale and complexity of reforms needed. Bear in mind the NHI is an inordinately
large and complex initiative that proposes extraordinary change and restructure to
public and private healthcare systems. This is unprecedented and will be incredibly
difficult to achieve.

Second, even when the NHI is ‘fully implemented’, medical schemes will still be able
to provide cover for benefits not covered by the NHI. This is important because the
NHI is unlikely to have sufficient funding to provide an extensive package of
benefits. This is because our country unfortunately faces significant financial
constraints linked to low economic growth and a very narrow tax base. Medical
schemes will therefore still play a significant role post full implementation of the
NHI.

The Act will be legally challenged – we need a workable NHI

Having said all of the above, the Act remains problematic. The NHI will only be
workable if it provides universal access to care for all South Africans, while not



restricting the rights of medical scheme members. As stated above, to achieve this
requires collaboration between the public and private healthcare sectors, which the
Act fails to facilitate on a sustainable basis.

To achieve sustainability, we need more sources of funding for healthcare, not less.
We need more doctors and healthcare professionals and resources, not less.
Importantly, a workable NHI requires the public sector to be strengthened, not the
private sector to be weakened. We need both to be strong and working together
effectively.

In addition, we need to ensure that our country’s healthcare systems – our doctors,
our nurses, our hospitals and others – are secure and sustainable. South Africa has
brilliant and committed healthcare professionals. We need to grow their numbers
and for them to feel secure in their roles and futures.

In light of these issues and other concerns, the Act is likely to trigger a range of
legal challenges. Discovery will also take the necessary action as required.

Conclusion

We understand that President Ramaphosa’s signing of the NHI Act has caused
anxiety. However, with full implementation a long way out and many matters still to
be navigated, I urge you to focus on the facts. Rest assured that we will do the right
thing for you, the healthcare system and for all South Africans.
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Francois Meyer
Professionals, Entrepreneurs, and Business Owners hire me to relieve them from the burden of financial w…
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Healthcare for all is great and I support it.
Let's start restructuring the budget, do we need all these high-paid ministers who know 
nothing about running a tuck shop let alone a government? 
It must become compulsory for all government employees & ministers only to be treated at 
municipal clinics and government hospitals.
You can only see a GP at a Clinic who will refer you for advanced care and then make an 
appointment to see a specialist at the hospital, most are young specialists doing their hospital 
years. NS! They cannot prescribe any medication only those that are kept and allowed at the 
hospital dispensary.
All then need to sit on the piano chairs the whole day to see a doctor and get their medicine 
(same day to collect), you need to go with it or else you will wait for your next month to collect 
your meds). 
If blood samples need to be taken the results can only be shared with another appointment 
two months later, for the ladies a PAP SMEAR three months.
A hip or any joint replacement has no hope in hell within five years. 
A cataract removal is only the one eye permitted, they don't do both, and you only need one 
eye to see.
My BIO>>>: https://bit.ly/3HF0NSr 
Wishing you more than enough! 
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Rithesh Sathnarain
National Sales Manager at JM Group
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You do not pay out claims in any case ,so this really doesn't affect discovery members who 
pay and receive the run around .

Diolete Dos Santos
Business Development Manager - Hollard Marine at Hollard Insurance
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NHI may also help pensioners that cannot afford medical aid because medical aids don’t 
consider cheaper premiums to pensioners and pensioners have to resort to hospital plans 
only that don’t even take care of the day to day medication they require,  Some pensioners 
can’t even afford hospital plans.
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My position on this is simple. ANC Government must stop lying to the public and promise 
them castles 

'

 in the clouds. NHI will not take off. They must fix the government healthcare 
system 1st.

Sean Smuts
Customer Experience CX Solutions
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Publish the names of all ANC members who belong to a private medical aid scheme. 


